Butterfly Gardening Fact sheet

Hesperiidae family

Flame Sedge-skipper
Hesperilla idothea clara
Also known as: Flame Skipper
Abundance in Adelaide area: Rare
Flight: Early Nov – late Jan
Wingspan: m 36 mm; f 39 mm
Mature larva length: 35–40 mm
An attractive Skipper, this species is uncommon
in the Mount Lofty Ranges. It would benefit
from weed elimination and caterpillar food plant
regeneration efforts in its preferred habitat—
where large Gahnia species grow under or near
a tree canopy, especially in creek-lines or in
swamps. The Flame Sedge-skipper is considered
vulnerable in the Adelaide area.
Caterpillar food plants: Saw sedges. The
caterpillars eat the leaves and prefer plants
growing in shade.
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