Butterfly Gardening Fact sheet

Hesperiidae family

Phigalia Skipper
Trapezites phigalia

Also known as: Heath Ochre
Abundance in Adelaide area: Rare
Flight: Late Sep – early Dec
Wingspan: m 29 mm; f 31 mm
Mature larva length: 28 mm
In ridge areas of the Adelaide Hills, from Belair
and Mt Lofty to Aldgate, try growing the Matrush caterpillar food plants of the Phigalia Skipper
in gardens near native bush areas (e.g. Belair
National Park). This may encourage this restricted
Skipper butterfly to form a colony on your
property. It likes hilltops with open woodland in
which many native nectar flowers are growing.
As it is a hill-loving species, it is unlikely it would
ever adapt to the suburban Adelaide plains.
Caterpillar food plants: Mat-rushes. The
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Book ‘Attracting butterflies to your garden’ available now! Visit www.butterflygardening.net.au for details.

