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The earliest known information on butterflies from South Austra-
lia below comes from Elsie Ahrens of Leabrook whods kindly
translated the information for us.

Reference: Behr, Hans Hermann. 1845Correspondenz. Brief aus
Bethanien in Sud-AustralierStettin. ent. Ztg6: 210-211.
(ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWSPAPER published by the Entomadtag Society
at Stettun Sixth Annual. Stettin 1845)

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter from my friend Dr Behr, who since last amin has stayed in South
Australia principally for the sake of natural sdiéa goals. It contains the
following report, which outlines his lepidopterquogress up to that point.

(Letter from) Bethany', 17 November 1844,

My entomological observations until now are restrdcto a little. In regard t
butterflies, in spite of the winter lasting untifew weeks ago, partly througt
my own, partly through the entomological observagiof my friend Mr. Wil-
son, | have now come to the following conclusidvattthe poorest country ir
Europe, with the exception of the Polar areas sféegreater variety of Papil
oniden.

On going through the main classes, | did not expetind hereArgynnen
andMelitaeerf and am satisfied to have found no trace, but émem
Euploed, Danais’ andAcraed could well have some representatives.
Vanessas found here in a form similar tardu?, but as | presume, anothel
variety is rather rare, reminiscentathlant and a third like an East-Indign
whose name escapes me.

Inside this issue:

Behr Translation (cont.
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VISIT TIM'S
GAZEBO

23rd March, 2003
2.00pm

19 Clifford Street,
DOVAR GARDENS

RSVP to Jan Forrest
82978230 by 22nd March.

Nymphali§, Limeniti€ andApaturd are lacking completelyHipparchia however numbers three species, which

stand partly in the middi&betweerEgeria andMegaerd, the third* though seems of rather strange appearance,

East-Indian or African. Wilson had until now fouadly two kinds and | am curious as to whetherttel dis-

covered by me is identical with one recently foloychim.

At the most numerous and best the gdrueaerd? has taken over, for which the predominant famillegumes
may be responsible. One kifids similar to ourArgiolus a secontf is depicted by Boisduval, and the other

threé® more or less similar to South Europd&aeticus®.

GenusPapilio contains one kird that seems to me identical either with the JavaBesnoleusr the related
kind from Cap. Itis very rare and perhaps wasartgr by man with citrus varieties. So far neittMilson nor |

have been able to find varieties correspondingutoApolla*® andApollinus®,

Two very interestingPontiert’, which are reminiscent @aplidiceand at the same time of East-Indian kinds, are

found here, and with Wilson | have seen two kifighich call to mind the tropic#tlatea Coliaderf* | have so
far not been able to find, bbtesperie® has twg® kinds, which are similar to the Europe@omma

A very odd insect flies in the pine forest thatreedo belong to thAgariste* or Castni&®, its feelers indisputa-
bly like a butterfly, while the carriage of the wymand the whole behaviour, the colouring and mgskare

CONTINUED page 4
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Treasurer, 13/4 Randolph Avenue, PARKSIDE. 5063



BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA Inc. NEWSLETTER Decemt2®02 Issue 12 Page 2

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA INC.
ANNUAL REPORT

Membership has been static for the year at aro00driembers. Committee meetings have continuef
throughout the year on a monthly basis. It was wagret that Chairperson Beth Keane declined anath

year of committee leadership so as to have herdaughters in November of 2001. Congratulations

were extended for her successful delivery, andetdhisband David. The new chairperson Roger Grund

agreed to take over on a temporary basis. Thademof the society are presently healthy, buhéves-

letters have become more expensive to producdydpgfully the membership fees will continue to aoye

this cost.

The committee continues to work towards producisgrées of information sheets for the butterflies t
be found along the Mt Lofty Range and in suburbdelaide. They are also working on producing a
field guide identification sheet for South Austaaibutterflies. Other information sheets in thgepne
are for urban garden butterflies, and mistletoéchbflies.

The survey of butterflies in the Scott Creek Comaton Park, funded by the Wildlife Conservation
Fund, was completed during the year. A final rep@s submitted in early 2002. Another butterfly-s

vey has been funded by Nature Foundation SA Inbetandertaken by BCSA over two years in the rg-

stricted Mt Bold Reservoir area. This survey wilrt in the spring of 2002. A further application

funds to support a planting projectAdriana klotzschijithe caterpillar foodplant for the Bitterbush Blde

along the coastal areas between Outer Harbor apid Bay was submitted to Coast Care. This was pp-

proved but unfortunately the funding was delaysd&SA was required to have Public Liability insuf-

ance to receive the funding. Due to the Septerhbeerrorist activity, the cost of such insuraneedme

prohibitive to the society, but eventually BCSA vedate to receive cover through Friends of Parks In¢
However, by the time insurance cover was obtaihedunding was withdrawn. BCSA has applied fof

new funding though the Natural Heritage Trust tmptete this project and to also fund a plantinggm

of the tall saw-sedge caterpillar foodplants f@ threateneéiesperillaskippers in areas near Adelaidg.

Early in the year, members of BCSA were happy tvigle support and information for Nature Foundp-

tion SA Inc and Advertiser Newspaper's call for filmeding of studies on threatened South Australian
butterflies via a post-graduate research scholastugram at Flinders University.

The committee has proposed a number of field day$ member support is encouraged. Various cogn-
mittee members continue to provide community supwih lectures on SA butterflies in schools and to

other community groups, and to provide advisoryldigs at the occasional environmental function.

It is with sincere regret that Lindsay Hunt, conteetmember, butterfly photographer and lecturer has

become debilitated with motor-neuron disease. Wfehhat cell-stem research comes quickly enoug
help with his disease.

BCSA expresses it thanks to the Urrbrae Wetland®iRee Centre for providing its resources for our

h to

monthly meetings. We would also like to thank cdttee member Jan Forrest for her dedication to the

group and for producing the high standard of owvstetter, and finally thanks to our other committee
members for keeping BCSA in an active mode andhieir fundraising efforts.

Roger Grund
Chairman

9 September 2002

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA Inc. Membership $10.00 pa

Applications and renewals to: Lois Hasenohr4IBandolph Avenue, PARKSIDE. 5063
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EXCURSION TO GLENSHERA SWAMP CP

On Saturday 26 October, 8 members of Butterfly @oration SA met at Mount Compass for an
excursion to the recently acquired Glenshera Swa@onservation Park. This new conservation
park is one of the most important remaining wettaimdthe Fleurieu Peninsula region.

Marcus Pickett led the excursion and revealed senske knowledge regarding wetland
conservation and of the many species which intthbge areas. Initially the group visited several
degraded wetland remnants on roadsides near Mamp&ss—where at least two species of
Hesperillasedge-skippers occurred until the mid-1980s—asdudised threats and management of
such sites. The group then moved on to Glensheenp and searched for evidence of the three
possible occurringdesperillasedge-skippersH donnysaH. idotheaandH. chrysotricha The

host food-plantszahnia sieberian@andG. trifida, are an important vegetation component of the
wetlands. A number of larvae and pupae of the vpidkesd and locally commdHesperilla
donnysawere found, and Roger Grund found one larva ofdhally threatenedH. chrysotricha

No butterflies were observed in flight, only sonasy dlying moths.

Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to enter the swampronment with guidance and also to view
the rare and endangered plant species, many ohwigce in flower. Lunch was enjoyed and well
earned after a long and boggy excursion.

It was generally agreed that organised plantingsadfniaspecies in suitable habitat could be of
great assistance to the survival and possibleroginttion of theHesperillasedge-skippers in the
region.

Brenton Head

Top left: Glenshera Swamp

Top right: the group led by Marcus Pickett
Far left: Marcus explains the vegetation

Left: Roger Grund and Marcus Pickett

Above: Roger and Marcus look for evidence of
butterfly larvae orGahniasp.
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Continued from page 1

similar to ourN. partheniué®. Of the natural history
and first stage of this strange mixture of butteafhd
moth | have so far not been able to discover.

You see that the land is not especially rich in
butterflies and that it contains no genuinely toapi
forms. The fauna is very similar to that found in
southern Europe. The moths are far more numeroug
and in particular the community of micro-lepidoter
appears to me to yield nothing to Europe in theltvea
of variety. Single tropical forms emerge here, abm
a monstrousiepiolug® and a very beautifirebug’.

I will not tire you further with the relation of kds.

The following information relating to the supergtsi
within the text of the above letter are modern
interpretations of the butterflies, to which Dr Beh
was referring.Roger Grund has prepared this
information. Dr Behr did not give descriptions or
illustrations of the local butterflies he was reifeg to.
However, in some cases it is possible to idenkigy t
butterflies he mentioned, but in the case of the
Lycaenids and skippers the interpretation is only
guesswork.

In the earliest days of taxonomy, all butterfliesres
taxonomically included under the gerRapilio.
Sometime later with a better understanding of the
different types of butterflies, the major groups of
butterflies during the period of the above letieere
calledHesperiaor Telestafor the skippersPapilio
still for the swallowtailsPieris or Pontiafor white
butterflies,Coliasor Teriasfor yellow butterflies, the
brushfoot butterflies went under numerous names
depending on the group but the brown satyrs were
usually described asipparchia Lasiommataor
Satyrus while the blue butterflies were call€@lipidg
Lycaenaor Polyommatus With an even better
understanding of the butterflies during the lateéds,
the various modern taxonomic names have been
derived.

Mr Wilson's butterfly specimens were donated to the
South Australian Museum after it was inaugurated in
1856. Unfortunately, his collection did not surviv
the initial curation efforts. (The earliest bufker
specimens at SAM date from the 1880's.)

1. Bethany is 2.5 km southeast of Tanunda in the
Barossa Valley.

2. These are the fritillary types of butterfliesthe
northern hemisphere, which are not present in South
Australia.

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION

SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC.
TREASURER'S REPORT

9 September 2002

Previous Balance $5,047.37

Operating funds:
Previous Balance non-grant funds from 12/8/02 &23%/

Ciied Debit
Income:
Membership fees: $ 80.00
Interest I ni
Donations: nil
Sales I ni
Expenses:
Bank & Govt. charges nil
Postage/Stationary $ 148.25
Posters nil
Sub Totals $ 80.00 $ 148.25
Balance non-grant funds $2,516.12
Grant Funds: Balancg
Yorke Peninsula completed Nil
Scott CreekPrevious balance [ Ni
Outstanding Invoice $561.60 for balance of
grant funds from Wildlife Advisory Committee.
Onkaparinga- Initial grant ~ $2,463.00
Field work progress payments Nil $2,463.00
Balance grant funds $2,463.00
Balance of Funds $4,979.12
Reconciliation
CPS Credit Union Account (as at 3/9/02) $5,068.37
+ Cash on hand to be deposited $ 10.00
+ Cheques on hand to be deposited $ 10.00
- Cheques issued, not yet on statement $ 109.25

Balance of funds $4,979.12

David Keane
Treasurer
9/9/02

Continued page 6

WEBSITE ADDRESS: ‘Butterflies of South Australia’

(produced by Roger Grund) httm//www.chariot.net.a

u/"rgrund/index.htm

Pége
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TIM’'S GAZEBO

Hi, I'm Tim Gudgeon,

At 43 and have lived in Adelaide for 30 years.etéme interested in butterflies
when my father collected butterfly cards when Hediup with patrol from Shell
Service Stations. As | lived in Queensland a fahe butterflies featured were
local.

Not until 1996 did | have the chance to satisfydagire. | brought Queensland to
my own back garden by building a Gazebo. It is freseacross and 2.5 metres
high in the centre. It has 8 sides and coveremitim greenhouse plastic. | have
heating which comes on at any setting (I've sat it5 degrees Celsius) and a vent
and exhaust fan which I've set to come on aroundezfiees Celsius. I've a
humidity control system but found it wasn't workiag well as | liked so | turn the
watering system on manually.

I've bred common Eggfly, Lurchers, Orange LacewBrgwn soldiers, Cruisers,
Blue Banded Eggfly, Chequered Swallowtails, Orctanallowtails and Yellow Migrants.

The most satisfaction has been the Yellow Migrahtsad tried breeding them about 5 times befdrad success.
I've always bought the pupae from Queensland irstinemer months and they have always bashed thezsselbits
before breeding due to the higher temperaturesrimser. So | decided to give them one more goteNéarch
which has been a huge success. I'm breeding thedassia surrattensiandCassia auriculata The old adage, "If
they'll feed they'll breed" is true, this year hdnaal 3 generations up til August and many areérptipae stage.
Trying to keep the food plants in good foliage ishallenge, especially as | have them at all stafjdsvelopment.
After the first cycle | started getting the palelpivinter stage. | also shade clothed the surthy which stopped
them damaging themselves.

I'm going to try the success of the Yellow Migrarith the Blue Triangle, Pale Green Triangle and éagl
Swallowtails which all can't handle the Gazebdhia summer.

A butterfly which | found very easy to breed is Gga Lacewing, again keeping food plant up can peblem. |
also have some stick insects which are now aboeth2®bng and green tree frogs which I've had sameess in
breeding. The next thing | would like to breedhie large rhinoceros beetles.

It seems the only limitation is time and moneyadliise anyone who would like to breed butterfliks | have, to go
ahead and do it, as | have had hours of fun ardnfreditation. If you would like any informationyean give me a
ring on 0400566007 or 82982008.
VISIT TIM'S GAZEBO
23rd March, 2003
2.00pm
19 Clifford Street, DOVAR GARDENS

RSVP to Jan Forrest 82978230 by 22nd March.

MEMBERS VISIT TO ST.KILDA with PERI COLEMAN

During September members were escorted aroundi@&. giantings by
Peri Coleman who has been working with local sclebdbren to
revegetate this area with indigenous species eapelzrval host plants.
Thanks Peri for a most enjoyable afternoon.
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Continued from page 4

3. These are the milkweed butterflies. Dr Belegdoot make reference of the easily identifiablentiémer or
Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippys so it is assumed it had not made its way to $£hk time of the letter.

. The Glasswing butterflyACcraea andromachawhich is very rarely seen in SA.

Refers td/anessa kershavfAustralian Painted Lady).

Refers to/anessa itegAustralian Admiral).

Refers ta@Junonia villida(Meadow Argus).

. These are northern hemisphere brushfoot bliggrivhich are not present in SA.

. These are northern hemisphere satyrs.

10. The first two refer t&eitoneura klugii(Klug's Xenica) andHeteronympha merop@nale Common Brown).
11. This refers téleteronympha meropdgemale Common Brown).

12.Lycaerais probably a spelling error in the original tead is likely meant to beycaena

13. This is possibly a referenceZizina labradugCommon Grass Blue).

14. This is possibly a reference@andalides heathjRayed Blue).

15. These are possibly referencetampides boeticy§heclinesthes miskimindTheclinesthes serpentatamong
other possibilities.

16. Refers td.ampides boeticus

17. Refers tdPapilio demoleugChequered Swallowtail).

18. These are cool climate and alpine types oflewtdils, known as Apollos, that occur in the nerth hemisphere.
19. Old terminology for the white group of Pierirtagterflies.

20. These probably refer Belenois javaandDelias aganippe

21. Old terminology for the yellow group of Coliadie butterflies.

22. Old terminology for the skippers.

23. Probably refer t@cybadistes walkeandTaractrocera papyriaor possiblyAnisynta cynone

24. Agaristaare day flying moths to which belong the black arite, vine and mistletoe moth€astniais an old
group name foBynemorspecies (Castniids), which are also day-flyinghmdhat have yellow or orange-red
coloured hindwings. On the basis of the specidlieelers (antennae), Dr Behr is probably refertingSynemon
species.

25. Probably refers tArchiearis partheniaswhich is a day-flying moth from Europe and Asidich looks similar
to Synemorand some Agaristids, but has moth feelers (an&nna

26. Probably refers to the very large rain moffric(ena argentata- the female has a wingspan up to 17 cm or the
slightly smallerAbantiades marcidys$oth belonging to the family Hepialidae — Swifbtins) that fly during the first
autumn rains, but it could also refer to the eagérXyleutes liturataGiant Wood Moth — the female has a
wingspan up to 20 cm) from the family Cossidaee Tdrvae are huge witchetty grubs that fee@&ooalyptusand
their roots. The empty pupa cases are often sedruging from larva tunnels either on the groundace or from
the lower tree trunk. The larva Xf liturata can attain 19 cm.

27. Probably refers to the large brolasypodia selenophor@ld Lady Moth) that has large blue 'eyes' on the
forewings and often occurs inside houses, or plysgitthe similar but much rar&@onuca spectabilis
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BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA Inc. We welcome the
Chairman: Roger Grund .

Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Jan ForresbAM C/- South Australian fOHOWIng_ new
Museum, North Terrace, ADELAIDE, 5000 ph 08) 825G3. member:

email < forrest.jan@saugov.sa.gov.au > STEPHANIE PAPPS

Treasurer : Lois Hasenohr 13/4 Randolph Avenue, PARKSIDE. 5063
2003 COMMITTEE

OUTREACH PROGRAM Chairman: Roger Grund
The full exhibition and AO size panels from the Extion “Where have all the Secretary: Jaf‘ Forrest oam
Butterflies gone?” are available from Jan Forrésha South Australian Museum Treasurer: Lois Hasc_anohr
for use by Landcare and other Conservation groupsrainars, conferences and Members: Marcus Pickett,
workshops or just for display. Included are fim&rdductory panels, and seventeen Trevor Rowe., Bo.b Edge,

panels from seven habitat areas: Coastal, Gragsdlee, Urban, Migration/ Andrew Harris, Jill Davey-

Vagrant, Eucalyptus Forrest/Woodland, Arid, Wetlamd Lower South East. Warren, David Keane, Tim
Gudgeon, Mike Moore and

DIARY DATES Lindsay Hunt.

MEETINGS -

Committee meetings are held monthly (usually ttotwsd Monday of the month) at
6.00pm in the Urrbrae Wetlands Resource CentressORmads, Urrbrae. All mem-
bers are welcome to attend. If you would like fertmformation or receive an
agenda please contact the Secretary Jan Foritbst atidress above.

WEB SITE (produced by Roger Grund)
‘South Australian Butterflies’ http://www.chariaet.au/~rgrund/index.htm



