
BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA INC.
Founded 25th July 1998 Adelaide, South Australia.

NEWSLETTER
No.  81: November 2022

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA. INC.  Membership enquiries: membership@butterflyconservationsa.net.au or online:  
www.butterflyconservationsa.net.au/product/become-a-member/   Membership payments ($20pa - less $10 for email newsletters):   
to Treasurer: PO Box 4, DAW PARK 5041.   Cheques to be made out to: Butterfly Conservation SA Inc.  EFT details: BSB 633-000      
Account No:152785838     Bank: Bendigo Bank.     Account Name: Butterfly Conservation SA Inc.
Please email Treasurer if paying by direct debit: treasurer@butterflyconservationsa.net.au with name, amount and item.

IN THIS ISSUE
•	 Herding Caterpillars VR - we did it!
•	 Making Herding Caterpillars.
•	 Herding Caterpillars - the team.
•	 Athelstone school learn about bees, 

birds	and	butterflies.
•	 Members Forum - Chequered Copper 

Butterfly.
•	 Common Names Part III.
•	 Soul poem.
•	 Six reasons to protect Adelaide’s 

mature trees.
•	 Ten common trees you will see around 

Adelaide.
•	 The	first	South	Australian	Butterfly	

Count.
•	 2023 Public Talks Program.
•	 Sneak peak into next year’s program.
•	 BCSA on the web.
•	 Butterflies	in	San	Miguel	de	Allende,	

Mexico.
•	 Christmas discounts.
•	 What’s for sale?
•	 New Members.
•	 Diary Notes.

We did it! The most adventurous collaboration that Butterfly 
Conservation SA has undertaken, since the first edition of ‘Attracting 
Butterflies To Your Garden’ in 2007, has been achieved with the 
delivery of Herding Caterpillars VR.

This innovative collaboration with outstanding local artist Rosina 
Possingham, funded by the City of Adelaide CreaTech City Challenge, 
brought together many local artists and the significant technical 
partners of ‘The Void’ at Flinders University, Dr Damien Rompapas 
of BEER Labs and CDW Animation, and was staged in the Institute 
Building, thanks to the generosity of the State Library of SA.

This extraordinary partnership achieved everything we set out in the 
grant application and much more. A total of 469 sittings across 3 days 
enabled a wide cross section of Adelaide to view the digital work 
showcasing the mutual symbiosis of the Chequered Copper (Lucia 
limbaria) butterfly.

This rendition of the mutual symbiosis was a true 
replication of the play created by Jacqui Hunter 
(Hunter Gatherings) and Gerry Butler (BCSA) for the 
Park Lands Project in May 2021. 

Video of this play can be seen on the BCSA 
YouTube site https://www.youtube.com/@
butterflyconservationsa1111/videos. After many 
months of negotiation and hard work to bring the 
production and marketing together, including the 
production of 3 significant sculptural elements 
located at strategic sites in the Adelaide CBD, the VR 
experience was delivered in the Institute Building.

Many volunteers from Volunteering SA/NT, 
Butterfly Conservation SA and friends from the 
artistic network of Rosina and Jacqui, were able 
to contribute to the development, installation and 
running of the experience.

Merchandise from the event, including t-shirts, are 
available for purchase and all proceeds go to BCSA. 

continued on page 3.

HERDING CATERPILLARS VR
Gerry Butler

Photo Jan Forrest: Art installation, South 
Australian Museum lawns. 

Screen and phone images: Rosina  
Possingham.
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Rosina and Gerry are receiving requests from other 
festivals for the VR experience to be delivered and we are 
currently developing those proposals into action. The first 
will be part of the Dockside Festival  at POP Studios on 
Friday 9/12/22 from 5-9pm (https://docksidefestival.com.
au/), in the ‘Commercial Road and Laneways’ precinct.

But for those who want to see the real thing, the Friends 
of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) butterfly are 
monitoring this species in Pakapakanthi/Victoria Park/
Park 16 and Beaumont Common as well as at members’ 
properties. You can contact coordinator Gerry Butler 
for more information if you are interested in joining the 
‘Friends of the Copper Butterfly’.

Also, look out for some special tours of these areas being 
planned in the future.

Visit: https://herdingcaterpillars.com/links/ for more 
information about Herding Caterpillars VR.

CDW ANIMATION
Founded in 2012 by concept and art director Simon Scales, 
CDW Studios is Australia’s highest rated school for digital 
entertainment design, VFX, and Animation. The recently 
opened CDW Animation studio allows the teaching staff to 
keep their skills sharp while focusing on the development 
of original content for international audiences. 

CDW Ani ma tion is a stu dio based in Ade laide, Aus tralia, 
that spe cialis es in devel op ment and art for IP for ani ma-
tion, video games, film and TV. We focus on cre ati ng rich 
worlds and sto ries through Con cept Art, Sto ry boards, 
Pre vis all the way through to final 3D/2D pro duc tion. We 
are active ly devel op ing IPs for stu dios and also part ner ing 
with stu dios around the world for video game, film and TV 
production.

THE VOID FLINDERS UNIVERSITY
The Void is a multipurpose production stage housed at 
Flinders University, incorporating a 20-camera motion cap-
ture stage and an LED virtual production volume with Vicon, 
Faceware and Unreal Engine as unifying technologies. 

The Void is a cutting-edge experimentation space for content 
creators, performers and any visual artist wishing to experi-
ment with technology that transports their work onto digital 
platforms; a place for learning, collaborating, and research-
ing where students and industry have worked side by side 
with Motion Capture Specialist Cameron Mackness and 
Senior Lecturer in Visual Effects Jason Bevan to champion 
Virtual Production Technology in South Australia.

BEER LABS
Formally founded early in 2022, Brewed Engagement  
Extended Reality Laboratory (BEER Labs) is an enthusiastic 
interactive software & hardware development laboratory 
that focuses on researching and developing the latest in 
brewed fun and engagement!

Whether it be video games, AR/VR interactive experiences, 
software/hardware engineering, or industrial solutions, 
we’re happy to serve up a pint! We achieve this by  
upskilling our games and entertainment designers-to-be 
internally on bubbling games and industry applications 
with soul to achieve their full flavour. After all, any research 
question can be answered over a BEER!

MAKING OF HERDING CATERPILLARS

Photos and screen shots: Rosina Possingham
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HERDING CATERPILLARS - THE TEAM

https://herdingcaterpillars.com/the-team/
PRODUCED BY: 
Butterfly Conservation SA Inc.
Rosina Possingham

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS:
Flinders University / Assemblage Centre for Creative Arts
CDW Animation
BEER Labs.

SUPPORTING PARTNERS:
Adelaide Economic Development Agency
City of Adelaide
Green Adelaide
Government of South Australia
MOD University of South Australia
Nature Festival
Department for Industry, Innovation and Science.
Post Office Projects Gallery + Studio
City of Port Adelaide Enfield
South Australian Museum
Sate Library of South Australia

THE TEAM
Rosina Possingham, Creative Director
Gerry Butler, Creative Director / Chairman Butterfly Conservation 
South Australia
James Marshall, CDW Animation Producer
CDW Animation Team

Simon Scales, Executive Producer 
Ned Rogers, Art Director 
Nate Thorman, Concept Design 
Margot De Beckker, Concept Design 
Loic Miermont, Lead Animator 
Jake-Anthony, Davis Animation 
Michelle Fedornak, Animation 
Alex Colvin, 3D Artist 
Alexander Owen, 3D Artist 
Tyler Oppermann-Allen, Rigging 
Ben Sakovits, Head of Pipeline

Dr. Damien Rompapas, BEER LABS Developer
Jason Bevan, Flinders University, The Void 
Cam Mackness, Flinders University, The Void
Jacqui Hunter, Herding Caterpillars Co-Creator
Steph Daughtry, Direction / Script / Caterpillar & Butterfly Actor
Curtis Shipley, Lead Ant Actor
Estelle Anderson, Ant Actor
India Young, Ant Actor
Phoebe Taylor, Ant Actor
Jesse Budel, Sound Artist
Miranda Daughtry, Voice Over Artist
Uncle Mickey ‘Kumatpi’ O’Brien, Kaurna Elder
Sophie Thomson, Patron BCSA
Patrick Bugeja, Public Programs Coordinator, State Library SA
Wills Projects, Sculpture Artists @ SAM
Chris De Rosa, Sculpture Artist @ Park16
Emiko Artemis, Sculpture Artist @ MOD
Timothea Moylan, Marketing
Nicholas Hanisch, Website / Sculpture Artist @ Park 16
Paul Anderson, Costume Armature Design
George Graetz, Videography
Nicholas Hanisch, Website design 

This project was supported by the Adelaide Economic Development 
Agency, the Department of Innovation and Skills and the City of 
Adelaide through the Adelaide CreaTech City Challenge Project. 

Herding Caterpillars took place on the lands of the Kaurna People. 
We pay our respects to all elders past, present and emerging, and 
acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded.

Photos Jan Forrest: Volunteers and team; the ER experience; art 
installations at MOD and on the South Australian Museum lawns; 
team and volunteers at the end of a very long weekend.
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STUDENTS AT ATHELSTONE SCHOOL LEARN ABOUT BIRDS, BEES AND BUTTERFLIES
WITH THE HELP OF A GREEN ADELAIDE GRASSROOTS GRANT

Athelstone school is attracting bugs to its new butterfly 
garden with the help of a Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant. 

The school prides itself on their outdoor learning environ-
ment where students can come to get away from screens 
and out into nature. They wanted to build on this by  
installing a butterfly garden where the children could learn 
about and experience native plants and animals, particu-
larly native pollinators like bees, birds and butterflies.

A space next to their reception classroom already had 
established sheoaks, native pines, wattles and eucalyptus 
trees, and was next to their existing frog pond so was the 
ideal spot to build a native butterfly garden.

Why is this grant project important?  Assistant Principal 
of Curriculum and Innovation David DeBoer said that he 
wanted students to see themselves as custodians of this 
corner of the natural world, and see themselves as our 
future conservationists, naturalists and scientists.

“Being able to see the biodiversity on our school grounds 
increase as a direct result of this grant has been fantastic 
for the students and has given them a real appreciation for 
the environment and what they can do to help protect it.”

The Grassroots Grant funded the purchase of 500 new 
native plants including old man’s beard, which can be used 
by birds to make their nests, shrubs like sticky boobialla 
and Australian hollyhock, which attract bees and butter-
flies. The new plants also create new habitats for small 
lizards and birds. It also enabled the students to create 2 
signs about the local butterflies and frogs in the area and 
allowed the school to install nesting boxes for local birds,.

These nesting boxes are important because many large 
old trees with natural hollows have been removed during 
development of the area. Students were involved in  
choosing the trees to install the nesting boxes on and are 
now monitoring them to see what other native wildlife is 
being attracted to their garden.

The project helped bring the community together to 
build a nature space at the school for the students and 
their families to enjoy. Local landcare groups, Country Fire 
Service, Blackhill National Park Rangers and FauNature 
organisation, along with the school’s students, parents and 
governing council all participated in development of the 
butterfly garden. In addition to bringing tools and working 
with students on planting, these groups were also able to 
train up the students to care for the garden.

This has been a true community project, allowing a range 
of local people and organisations, as well as the students, 
to participate in the greening of their local area. Students 
were able to learn about the best places and ways to put in 
new plants.

Mr DeBoer said that future grant applicants should look for 
other like-minded organisations who can help with their 
project. 

Athelstone students were able to use the knowledge and 
experience of local environmental groups to choose the 
right plants for their garden and come up with other plans 
for the space that they may not have thought of on their 
own. As he says “you can’t do it alone”. 

Reprinted from Green Adelaide newsletter August 2022.

Butterfly and frog signage created by students at the school.

Athelstone School students getting into nature.
A contractor instals a blue nest box.

Athelstone students are pictured planting outside a classroom 
with yellow tags to identify the new plants.
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Dear all, 
 
Visited the parklands grasslands at at about 1pm today (4th 
November) and after a bit of a search stumbled upon male 
and female Chequered Copper Butterfly (I was starting 
to wonder if they’d up and left). They were in a sizeable 
cleared patch (mowed) about 10m ENE of the big log. I’ve 
included my first sighting for the year (photo 1). I always try 
to get a photo from a distance just in case I can’t get  closer.
 
Interesting thing here is this female is very dark and has 
almost no discernible pattern to the underside (photo 2) of the 
wing. She dropped into the weeds and allowed me to come 
very close indeed. Sorry about those fingers appearing yet 
again (photo 3) but I’m always slightly stunned at just how 
small these butterflies are! She actually climbed onto my 
fingers at one stage. 

It was very noticeable that when I approached both 
males and females, they tended to climb down into the 
undergrowth (photos 4 and 5) rather than taking to the 
wing - something for the Adelaide City Council gardeners 
to note as it makes them very vulnerable to a mower or 
slasher. 

At about 2pm I found males (photo 6) and females (photo 
7) feeding on Capeweed in the mowed swathe to the west 
of the grasslands and basically CCB everywhere! I could not 
find ant activity or eggs but they are obviously out there 
somewhere. 
 
I’ve thrown in a photo of a small native bee (photo 8) 
enjoying an Oxalis perennans flower and, while there is no 
photo, a real treat for me was seeing a Small Grass Yellow. 
It fed in the distance before flapping past me and off 
towards the car race area.
 
I also got quite a nice photo of a male Plantain Moth 
(Scopula rubraria) (photo 9) which are common enough in 
the grassland but hard to photograph without  
a blade or two of grass in the way.

Cheers 
 
Greg Coote
Friends of the Copper Butterfly 

MEMBERS FORUM  - CHEQUERED COPPER BUTTERFLY  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

6.

8. 9.
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Part I & II of this series was about introducing the concept 
of ‘us – moth enthusiasts’ devising interesting common 
names for our Australian moths. The purpose of providing 
common names is:
• to make ‘mothing’ fun and interesting, 
• to improve knowledge within the Lepidoptera 

community about local moths. 
• to increase ownership of moths, their habitats and 

conservation activities.

Part I show-cased Niceteria macrocosma (Masked Yellow-
wing) in the Noctuidae family, and Part II was Elhamma 
australasiae (Maroon Ghost Moth) from the Hepialidae 
family. 

Part III is highlighting a moth within the Noctuidae family 
– with a scientific name of Cosmodes elegans. I have 
been able find two common names for this species, one 
being Green-blotched Moth (from various sources), and 
the other from across the ditch - Green Spangled Moth 
(Manaaki Whenua – Landcare Research, 2022). This 
species became familiar to me in April 2017 when one was 
attracted to lights at the Honan Native Forest Reserve, 
near Glencoe in the Limestone Coast. 

I was so chuffed to find one (having only seen them in 
books) and it was in such brilliant condition I swiftly 
collected it for posterity (Figure 1). 

Figures 1 and 2 – Cosmodes elegans
This beautiful moth is recorded throughout the eastern 
states of Australia including Tasmania and as far west as 
Western Australia. Their flight period is documented as all 
year with peaks in activity in April, August to December 
(iNaturalist, 2022). In the Limestone Coast they have been 
seen in April and July. The larvae are green and hairless 
and they are known to feed on Lobelia sp. and Verbena sp.

What I find most astounding in this species is the lime 
coloured stripes or swirls (edged in white) on the upper 
side of the forewings. Also note the three white marks on 
the leading edge of the forewing. I have encountered this 
species in a range of locations since and feel an equally 
suitable common name could be ‘Lime Swirl’.

MOTHS AND THEIR COMMON NAMES PART III
Bryan Haywood

PS – for adult moth identification guides – I recommend 
the Moths of Victoria series. They are the ‘bees-knees’ of 
adult moth identification for southern Australia.

Further reading on Cosmodes elegans or Lime Swirl;
https://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane_noctuidae/
GreenBlotchedMoth.htm
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/
identification/what-is-this-bug/green-spangled-moth/
Caterpillars, moths and their food plants of southern 
Australia – 2019
Common moths of the Adelaide region – 1985
Moths of Victoria – Part 9 - 2020
Common Moths of Australia – 1990

Photo: Pipevine Swallowtail at Denver Botanic Gardens, Chatfield 
Farms, Littleton, Colorado
 
blue iridescence
and scent pheromones galore
what girl could resist

The Pipevine Swallowtail’s blue iridescence serves two very 
important purposes.  The first is helping it stay alive.  

Its coloration is broadcasting to predators that it is quite 
unpalatable.  The brighter the colors, the more obvious that 
internal poison is.  Naturally, females would choose the hardiest 
fellow with the best survival genes.  But the males have other 
characteristics to draw mates.  In addition to beautiful reflecting 
blue scales, males have scent scales at the edge of their 
underwings.  They are slightly fluted which increases their ability 
to release the heady pheromones.  The male flies around a female 
in helicopter fashion flapping its wings to blow the scent at her.  

Once she accepts him, he gives her a nuptial gift of a 
spermatophore with his sperm plus sodium that he has gathered 
from mud to help their eventual babies grow.  She then seeks 
Pipevine on which to lay their eggs, thus continuing the cycle of 
ingesting poison as a protection for all phases of this butterfly’s 
life.  

But just in case a bird is so foolish as to bite an adult, the 
antennae-looking tail may trick it into thinking it is getting the 
head and it can escape.   Should the bird actually bite its body, it is 
fortified with a superthick exoskeleton and protected with glands 
that emit an acrid liquid when pinched.  Once taking such a bite, 
birds never bother a blue butterfly again.

SOUL POEM 1151 Pipevine Swallowtail
from Lynda Geller
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Metropolitan Adelaide has 23% coverage of trees taller 
than 3 metres. Here’s six reasons to protect these mature 
trees in your local area.

Trees play an important role in cooling our cities, in fact 23% 
of metropolitan Adelaide has trees over 3 metres in height, 
important in providing significant shade along our streets, in 
our parks, and our yards. 
 
While there are plans underway to increase our numbers of 
trees and urban green spaces across metro Adelaide, there are 
also benefits in maintaining mature trees that already exist. 
 
Here’s six reasons to protect mature trees in your 
local area:

1. Save animal high-rise homes
Our largest trees – gums in particular – have well established 
hollows which create the perfect homes for local natives like 
possums and birds. 
 
These hollows provide protection from predators and the 
weather, and are a safe place for roosting and breeding. 
Hollows can take 50 - 200 years to form, which is why it is so 
important to protect our 
mature trees. 
 
For many species, home 
becomes a familiar place. 
Take yellow-tailed black 
cockatoos, for example. 
These birds have high 
site fidelity, meaning they 
return to the same place 
year to year – so their 
established hollow is very 
much home! 
You can help look after 
mature trees with hollows 

by: 
• watering them in dry conditions 
• keeping tools like lawnmowers away from their trunk 
• using mulch to protect them from the weather 
• learning more about the tree species to uncover any specific 
needs.

2. Save ground-level homes for animals
It is not just hollows that 
provide homes for our native 
species. Trees create important 
ground-level habitat for 
animals via dropped bark, 
branches and leaves. Their 
canopies can also provide 
cover for smaller plant and 
animal species that need 
protection from the weather to 
flourish. 
 
Smaller critters, like reptiles and insects, use the ground-level 
habitat to move around so that they can’t be seen by potential 
predators. 
 
You can help protect this habitat by: 
• leaving fallen branches as you found them 
• asking “where was this sourced” when purchasing supplies 
like rocks or logs for your own garden, to make sure it wasn’t 
moved from where it was providing habitat.
 

3. Prevent soil erosion
Tree roots have an important function in stabilising soil, which 
helps to prevent erosion (significant soil movement/loss).

Soil erosion has an impact on the soil’s nutrients, salinity, and 
structure. It also leads to increased pollution in rivers because 
the sediment (parts of soil) can clog waterways, impacting on 
fish and other species. 

SIX REASONS TO PROTECT ADELAIDE’S MATURE TREES

A rainbow lorikeet in a hollow. Photo: 
James Niland, Wikimedia Commons. 

A White’s skink (Liopholis whitii). 
Photo: Martin Stokes

Photo Bill Dowling: River Red gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis). 
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Tree trunks and canopies 
provide a physical barrier from 
rain and wind to help protect 
the soil underneath. Trees 
capture rain on their leaves, 
reducing the impact on the soil.
Trees provide shade and 
noise protection in urban 
environments.

4. Cool our places in hot 
weather
Large, established trees provide 
great shade in hot weather.
It is not just their shade that provides a cooling effect. Trees 
can soak up radiation from the sun and then use the energy for 
evapotranspiration. This is where the sun’s rays hit the tree’s 
leaves, causing water to evaporate out of them, which then 
cools down the surrounding air. It is a bit like how sweat cools 
our skin!

In trees with a large canopy (a lot of leaves, like with mature 
trees), this means a lot of evaporation, which is effective in 
cooling the area.

5. Reduce noise in our suburbs
Trees can even help reduce the impacts of noise pollution. Their 
leaves have a muffling effect, minimising noise. This can have 
a significant impact on the level of sound from vehicles and 
traffic.

This is good for our wildlife too, who may otherwise not 
nest in areas with too much noise. The trees help provide an 
environment they can rest in.

6. Better absorption of carbon dioxide
Did you know that it can take some trees up to 10 years before 
they start absorbing more carbon dioxide than they emit?
Trees take in carbon dioxide emissions (emissions that are 
driving global heating) and release out oxygen through a 
process called photosynthesis.

Trees store carbon dioxide in their trunks, and release it again 
when they break down. Younger, smaller trees can’t absorb 
and hold as much carbon. But as trees mature, they can absorb 
more.

How are Adelaide’s trees being tracked?
We at Green Adelaide are working with councils across 
the metro Adelaide area, along with the Department for 
Infrastructure and Transport and Wellbeing SA to provide an 
update on our city’s mature tree levels.

This is the second greenery data capture for metropolitan 
Adelaide, with the first tree data capture carried out in 2018-19. 
This data will be available later this year.

Want to know more?
Are you interested in understanding how tree canopy and green 
spaces are being improved around Adelaide?
Discover more in our Urban Greening Strategy. The strategy 
aims to increase metropolitan Adelaide’s trees over 3 metres 
and reduce hard surfaces across the city and suburbs. The new 
data capture is a key part of its development.

Reprinted from Green Adelaide Newsletter August 2022.

Adelaide has around 3,000 species of native and exotic trees 
around the city and suburbs. Here’s ten of the most common 
ones that you’ll likely spot.
The humble tree offers a range of benefits from providing food 
and shelter for native species, shade for Adelaidians when getting 
out into nature, and greening our streets and suburbs. Though 
not all native – what are some of the most common trees you’ll 
see?
Let’s get to know ten trees around metropolitan Adelaide.
1. Eucalyptus trees
These towering natives, known as gums, are incredibly resilient.
A fire-adapted tree, they sprout back after being burned and have 
now been introduced to locations around the globe. They are fast 
becoming one of the most cultivated trees in the world because 
they are fast growing and have valuable timber.
You’ll see eucalyptus trees all over Adelaide, but especially in the 
eastern suburbs around the foothills.
2. Bottlebrush trees
Bottlebrush trees (Callistemon spp.) are extremely hardy, growing 
in a wide range of soils.
You will recognise them by their distinctive flower heads – com-
monly red, but also can be white, pink, or yellow and attract a 
range of birds, bees and butterflies. The tree has a weeping ten-
dency (drooped branches) which makes it a great screening plant.
You can see bottlebrush trees in the western suburbs, especially 
around Seaton.
3. Ornamental pear trees
You’ll know these exotic trees from their fiery red and bronze 
leaves that emerge in autumn, followed by striking white  
blossoms in spring.
Ornamental pear trees (Pyrus calleryana) have narrow growth 
of between 2–3 metres from slender trunks . Their straight and 
tight growth provides a perfect privacy screen and is why they are 
often planted in rows lining properties.
These trees are often seen along streets, parks or the exterior 
of gardens, which is why you’ll spot them on Leigh Street in the 
Adelaide CBD.
4. Raywood ash trees
Raywood ash trees (Fraxinus raywood), also known as the claret 
ash, are fast growing trees.
They can reach more than 40 feet tall, or around 12 metres, and 
have a rounded canopy.
They are a perfect tree to create light shade in the summer sun. 
During autumn their usually glossy green leaves turn burgundy 
before falling for winter.
You can spot Raywood ash trees in the south-eastern suburbs, 
particularly around Mitcham and ANZAC Highway.
5. Golden elm trees
Elm trees (Ulmus glabra ‘Lutescens’) grown in Australia are some 
of the most important in the world. Populations in Europe and 
North America were decimated by the Dutch elm disease from 
1910, but elm trees in Australia were able to mature safely. This 
means you can enjoy elms around Adelaide which may date back 
over a century!
You’ll spot big golden elms in the Adelaide Park Lands and along 
historical streets and will recognise their signature yellowing of 
leaves during autumn.
6. Jacaranda tree
These famous street trees are renowned for their distinct purple 
flowers, carpeting streets and putting on a bright display during 
spring.
They originate from south-central South America, and are a hardy 
tree. Jacarandas (Jacaranda mimosifolia) are popular with 
councils and large family gardens because of their minimal main-
tenance once established.                                                                                           

TEN COMMON TREES YOU’LL SEE AROUND 
ADELAIDE

Continues next page

Photo Jan Forrest: Tree roots near 
Straun Tasmania. 
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This project was the first butterfly count of this kind ever 
undertaken in South Australia. We wanted to see what could be 
observed over four days 28- 31 October 2022. 

The ‘big count’ followed the Nature Festival held earlier in 
October and as part of the Great Southern Bioblitz. Participants 
used iNaturalist to observe and photograph butterfly species. 

Prizes were awarded of BSCA memberships and BCSA 
publications for most sightings, the greatest variety of species 
posted and the newest iNaturalist member.

The weather over the four days was most uncooperative, cold, 
windy and wet, not at all conducive to butterfly hunting and yet 
27 people went out and managed to photograph 17 species of 
butterfly.

Heath Hunter was gifted our Attracting Butterflies to your Garden 
Book for most species.
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?project_id=14518

THE FIRST SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLY COUNT
Sarah Macdonald

5&ttl=900&v=1667279044000&place_
id=any&verifiable=any&user_id=3484849&
hrank=species&view=species

Matt Endacott received an annual BCSA 
membership for most observations 
https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations?project_id=145185&t
tl=900&v=1667279044000&place_
id=any&verifiable=any&user_id=3484849&
hrank=species&view=species

Emilema and timbo04 joined iNaturalist just in time to contribute 
and also received a copy of our butterfly book.

If you are not familiar with iNaturalist log onto this amazing 
resource and start your journey of discovery now.
www.inaturalist.org

These purple beauties are all around Adelaide, but you can be 
sure to find them on L’Estrange Street in Glenside, Trevelyan 
Street in Unley, Chamberlain Avenue in Clarence Gardens, Byron 
Road in Black Forest, and Main Avenue in Frewville.
7. White cedar
White cedars (Melia azedarach) are extremely drought tolerant.
They are uniquely both native to Australia and winter deciduous 
(meaning they lose their leaves in cooler months). Australia has 
lots of trees that are evergreen (retain their leaves throughout 
the year), and even a variety of summer deciduous trees which 
lose leaves when water is scare in warmer months, but few trees 
are native and winter deciduous.
8. Crape myrtle
Crape myrtle trees (Lagerstroemia indica) provide year-round 
colour. They showcase red and orange colourful leaves in autum,. 
then shred their brown and grey bark to reveal pinks and reds in 
their trunks during winter before then flowering in white, pink, 
purple or red during spring and summer.

After the flowers fall, small round seed balls form. These can be 
cut off to stimulate new flower growth.
9. Grevillea trees
These skyline trees are also known as silky oaks because of the 
texture of their freshly split oak.
Grevillea trees (Grevillea robusta) are fast growing, and can live 
up to 65 years.
Their bright flowers resemble small hair brushes and attract birds 
and butterflies. While they commonly bloom between winter and 
early spring, they can flower sporadically throughout the year.
10. London planes
Named because of their popularity in the British capital of  
London, the London plane (Platanus x acerifolia) is commonly 
found around metropolitan Australia.
Its grey-brown bark peels off at a rapid rate, which helps the tree 
to survive polluted environments, and reveals white new bark 
which can give the trunk a mottled appearance.
The London plane tree produces small fuzzy rounded balls, called 
a fruit or seed pod, which ripens from green to brown before 
breaking up and falling for seed dispersion.

Continued from page 8.

Heath Hunter and 
his book.
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Butterfly Conservation 
South Australia Inc.
presents the thirteenth 

PUBLIC TALKS 
PROGRAM for 2023 
On the first Tuesday of the month March to 
November at 6.15pm for a prompt 6.30pm start.   

At the Plympton Community Centre
34 Long Street, Plympton. (March venue to be advised).
(200 metres E of Marion Rd, and 300 metres N of Anzac Highway).

Public transport options include:
Bus from the city via Anzac Highway. 

Routes: 245, 248, 262, 263, 265, M44, N262.   
Closest stop is Stop 9, then approximately 350 metre walk 
along Long Street.

Bus from the city via Marion Road.  
Routes 100, 101, H20.  Closest stop is Stop 10 (east side is 
approximately 100 metres south of Long street).  Stop 10 
(west side is on the other side of Moringie Ave.  
approx. 100 metres north of Long Street). Then approx. 
250 metre walk along Long Street.

Entry by donation (minimum of $2). 
Bookings not required 
Please bring supper to share (unless otherwise advised). 
Bring your own cup, tea/coffee will be supplied.   
Meetings should conclude by 8.30pm. 
At the start of each meeting a ten minute  
presentation on a ‘Butterfly of the Month’ 
will be given by a BCSA committee member.
DON’T FORGET TO BYO CUP.
Photo Marianne Broug: Dainty Swallowtail butterfly Papilio anactus
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BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA INC.
C/- PO Box 4, DAW PARK. 5041.
For further information contact: Jan Forrest 8297 8230
Annual membership: $10 per year. Plus $10 if you choose to 
receive the newsletter via mail. Life Membership $200.
Website: www.butterflyconservationsa.net.au

Resources for sale: at public talk meetings or on-line at
www.butterflyconservationsa.net.au/shop. 
Books ‘Attracting butterflies to your garden, what to grow 
and conserve in the Adelaide region’ (2nd edition). 
‘Caterpillars moths and their plants of southern Australia’. 
Large spider posters, A3 size moth posters and plant tags.

The BCSA has a presence in several situations on the 
internet.   The key BCSA presence is at this address on the 
internet:  
https://butterflyconservationsa.net.au/  

Information here can be viewed on a computer or a 
smartphone, but you will probably find the site structure 
to be more user-friendly on the bigger screen of a 
computer.

The BCSA also has an active presence on Facebook and 
YouTube.   Facebook stories are visible to anybody, but 
you will need to have a Facebook account in order to post 
comments about stories.  

On YouTube, the BCSA posts a variety of videos           
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3LZ9HPh1-DlH-
01YIObkiA/videos.au. 

Many are recordings derived from BCSA public talks, but 
there are also videos of special events, or items of special 
interest.  

We have had much positive feedback about a recent eye-
opening, slow and beautiful film about the Caper white 
(Belenois java teutonia), which includes five minutes of 
caterpillar shedding of skin and then ten minutes of a 
caterpillar pupating, which is of course a major change. 

The only thing that happens fast is a pupa flipping, when 
disturbed, which starts at just over 16 minutes into the 
film. (You can see photos of the stages of metamorphosis, 
with descriptions, by the video’s photographer, 
Helen Wilmore, on the BCSA website:  https://
butterflyconservationsa.net.au.

The BCSA also maintains a more research-focused website 
authored by Honorary member Roger Grund at this 
address https://sabutterflies.org.au/home/

Sometime in the new year we intend to implement an 
application to help in the identification of butterflies, 
based on the work of Dr Peter McQuillan, Adjunct 
University of Tasmania and committee member Jan  
Forrest OAM. 

More details later…

Editor note: If you have videos you think may be of interest to 
members and the general public please sent them to Lionel at 
web@butterflyconservationsa.net.au

BCSA ON THE WEB
Lionel Edwards Web Manager

A SNEAK PEAK INTO NEXT YEAR’S PUBLIC TALKS 
PROGRAM

7th March - John Gitsham ornithologist and wildlife 
photographer Australian birds and their role as Plant 
pollinators, Seed dispersers and Plant pest controllers.
As Plympton Community Centre is not available the venue 
for March will be confirmed via email and in the February 
newsletter.
4th April - Emeritus Professor Dr. Bill Breed from the 
University of Adelaide Evolution and ecology of the small 
mammals of Australia. 
2nd May - Green Adelaide Coastal Conservation Officer 
Matthew Endacott will discuss Conservation efforts taking 
place to protect Adelaide’s coastal butterfly populations. 

NARROW LEAF SWAN PLANTS 
(and one unidentified Eucalypt) 

AVAILABLE
Contact Jan Forrest

0419 990 430
for collection at  
Clarence Park.
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This BCSA member was lucky enough to visit a small town, 
San Miguel de Allende, in Mexico this last June.

What a wonderful way to escape some of the South 
Australian winter. Warm, sunny weather, in a beautiful 
historic town with all the colourful and cultural mix of the 
old Spanish vanquishers and the even older indigenous 
peoples. 

Over a few days there, just three gardens provided 
sightings of over 20 species of butterflies, a few of which 
are shown here.

One garden was the tiny 1st floor patio of the home I 
stayed in. 

The second garden was in the sprawling, arid, El Charco 
del Ingenio. A collection and reserve of regional plants 
with a small, recently created, butterfly garden. 

The best by far was a butterfly garden in the larger Parque 
Benito Juarez. This well-tred park is in an older, wealthier 
and so greener, part of town.

I’m not sure these butterfly gardens would pass BCSA 
certification as true butterfly gardens. They all had 
Lantana, proving very successful as an adult nectar plant 
but it looked for the most part like the butterflies would 
have to find their caterpillar food plants a little farther 
afield in the more diverse surroundings. 

As anywhere else in the world, if the town maintains 
their green spaces and plant diversity, butterflies should 
continue to do well. 

BUTTERFLIES IN SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, MEXICO
Sarah McDonald

Photos: 1. Genus Staphylus. 2. Leptophobia aripa elodia. 3. Leptotes marina. 4. Ministrymon leda. 5. Protographium epidaus. 6. Pyrisitia 
nise nelphe. 7. Papilio rogeri pharnaces. 8. Dione vanillae incarnata. 9. Amblyscirtes fluonia. 10. Anthanassa texana. 11. Callophrys xami 
xami. 12. Codatractus arizonensis. 13. Achlyodes pallida.

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.

6. 7.

8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13.



Butterfly_Conservation_SAButterfly-Conservation-South-Australia ButterflyConSA

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SA Inc.
An affiliated organisation of the South Australian Museum and Friends of Parks.
Postal Address; PO Box 4, DAW PARK 5041 South Australia
Email: info@butterflyconservationsa.net.au
Chairman: Gerry Butler - chairman@butterflyconservationsa.net.au 0407972149
Secretary: Sukhpreet Singh Bala - secretary@butterflyconservationsa.net.au 
Treasurer: Dan Daneshi - treasurer@butterflyconservationsa.net.au  0468449 331 
Membership: Gil Hollamby - membership@butterflyconservation.sa.net.
Newsletter Editor and Public Talks Convener:  Jan Forrest OAM
 - editor@butterflyconservationsa.net.au  C/- South Australian Museum 0419990430
Book sales: Sarah Macdonald - publications@butterflyconservationsa.net.au
Committee: Bernadette Johnson, Bryan Haywood (endangered species advocate), 
Mike Moore, Ann Winter and Lionel Edwards (website).
On-line sales: Pushpa Osborne onlinesales@butterflyconservationsa.net.au
Newsletter Proofreader and Editor - Judith Lydeamore
Consultants: Roger Grund OAM and Dr. Peter McQuillan.
Public Officer: Beth Keane

DIARY DATES
COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Meetings are normally held bi-monthly 
(usually the second Monday of the month) at 6.00pm at a committee member’s home.   
All members are welcome to attend. If you would like to attend please contact 
Chairman Gerry Butler on 0407972149.

PUBLIC TALKS PROGRAM 2021: first Tuesday March – November, at the Plympton 
Community Centre, 34 Long Street, Plympton, 6.15pm for a 6.30pm start to 8.30pm. 
with an option for some talks to be viewed via Zoom.  Please watch your email for
information regarding public talks. March venue to be advised.

NEXT TALK: 7th March - John Gitsham ornithologist and wildlife photographer Australian 
birds and their role as Plant pollinators, Seed dispersers and Plant pest controllers.

WEB SITES
BCSA	official	website:	Butterfly	Conservation	SA	-	www.butterflyconservationsa.net.au
The former domain name	Butterfly	Gardening	- www.butterflygardening.net.au is also still 
available and links directly to the new BCSA site. 
South	Australian	Butterflies	and	Moths:	https://sabutterflies.org.au (authored by Roger Grund 
OAM and now managed by BCSA).

Landscape SA Boards, Urban Biodiversity: https://landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/plants-and-animals/
native-plants-animals-and-biodiversity/urban-biodiversity
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BCSA thanks Konica Minolta for their 
generous support to BCSA.

Konica Minolta is a Landcare Australia 
National Partner

WELCOME TO 
NEW MEMBERS

WHAT’S FOR SALE?  - IN OUR ON-LINE SHOP
BOOKS: “Caterpillars, moths and their plants of southern Australia” Published 
BCSA 2019. 
Our price $30, plus postage.  
“Attracting butterflies to your garden, what to grow and conserve in the  
Adelaide Region”  2nd EDITION Published BCSA 2016.  Our price $25 
(financial members may purchase a book for $20) plus postage.  
“The Making of a Monarch”  by Linda Shmith.  Cost $20 plus postage.

DVD: “Butterfly Garden” produced by Tracy Baron and Carolyn Herbert - $20 
each (BCSA financial members price $15) plus postage. Limited stock  
available.

POSTERS: “Spiders and their allies of the Adelaide Region” Published BCSA 
2014. $10 a set of two, plus postage.  
“Moths of the Adelaide Region”  Published BCSA 2016 $10 Set of four A3 plus 
postage. Free download available. Single posters: Published Nick Birks “Bats of SE 
South Australia” and “The Bilby –Endangered Species” posters are available for 
$5 each, plus postage.  
FREE Orchid Posters. Plus postage.  Posters are free to schools, but incur postage.

SITE SIGNS: to obtain an application form to register a butterfly site click on 
the site sign logo.  Cost $60 includes postage.

PLANT TAGS: See list and form available on website.  $2.00 per tag, includes 
plastic stake and postage.

If you would like become a member, order any of our merchandise, including 
books, plant tags, site signs or posters, check out the  ON-LINE STORE at 
https://butterflyconservationsa.net.au/shop/    For queries email:  info@butterflyconservationsa.net.au .

Susan CLOSE
Lindy SHEPHERD
Kate LEWIS
Pat WAKE
Judy KELLETT
Emily HOSKIN
Jennifer AHRENS
Janet HIGGINS
Richard MORRIS
C. DAZELL
Heather LONG
Nikki LONGMIRE
Ken HURLEY
Maureen RICHIE
Janet SOUTHAM
Heather COSH
Michael SKINNER
Helen WILMORE
Kim GLOYN
Maggie McLEAN
Chrissy CRAWFORD
Liz MATTOCK
Jake WENSKE
Peter BISHOP
Erin HART
Megan MILLER
Gilbert DOWNS
Sally WIADROWSKI
Sandra GILL

CHRISTMAS DISCOUNTS
During the festive season there 
is the opportunity to purchase 1 
of our books with a $5 discount 

Just enter ‘Xmas2022’ in the 
Coupon Code section and the 
price will be calculated at the 
checkout. Gift wrapping service 
is also available. Request that in 
the comments at Checkout.

Payment details via our website 
https://butterflyconservationsa.
net.au  Shop.


